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.FOOD DAY

.Connecticut wineries ea

Day and night my thoughts incline to the blandish-
ments of wine, jars were made to drain, I think: wine;
- 4 know, was made te drink. -~

: : "+ —'RH. Stoddard {1826-1903)

recently held Amenti Del Vino's 16th annuat
- International ‘Winé Competition. Three hundred
sixty-eight. wines were entered from 26 states and two
forcign countries.' One hundred ninety one wines earned
citations and medals. 0 )

“The Connecticut wireries did very well particularly in
view of the fact that several of the wifierigs are brand new
-and-were compefing-on an international level for the first

Tan Connecticut wineries garned 32 medals in the

tfime_eéver. There are now 28 wineries Tunctioning in-

Contecticut, - up “from less than a
dozen five years ago. Winery develop-
ment and gripe growing Has proven (o
‘e a viable alternative to -agricultuse
development and with, many former

for grape growing. Modern technolo-
gy has made it easier to.grow guality,
noble varieties of grapes and the

_ Eugene  pational populirity of wine fias co-
Spﬂ}_’,}ﬁ_ﬂi couraged ambifieus enfrepreneurs to
T venture into this -1'evivedr,aneient art or

48 some §aY, Science.
) Several-longtime successfbl orch-
ards (Bishop’s in-Guilford, Jenes Orchards in Shelton,
and the White Silo Winery in Sherman) have moved on to
become farm wineries featring wines made from theix
_fruit harvests. Therc are other longtime orchards in
Connecticut considering applying for the affordable Farm
Winery License.. :
The increase of wineries in Connecticut is part of a
hational trend that has been going on for several ycais.
Every state in the union hias af least one winery jocated in

it and-now more than 6;:000 wineries aré operating in the -

United States. As a point of interest Alaska has gix winer-
ies and Hawaii has three. The proliferation ol wineries in
the_Upited States continugs to grow as-the populayity of

wine increases cach year. The eventual number of winer-. .

ies in the United States is impossibie te predict, but with
wine now being the immmber ohe alcoholic beverage con-

sumed here, we can expect more and more wineries to

develop, .

The American spirit of eitiepreneurial pursuits and
challenges is deeply rooted in those who.aecept the chal-
fenge of growing grapss and operating a winery, a small,

personal, telail business. Many winerigs are small family-,

um businesses, the core of America’s froe enterprise socE
ety. Located in the. cradie of Awmierican history,
.Connecticut is rapidly becaming, once again, a loader of
New England business progress with its growing family
of wineries..And there is probably merc to come as suc-
cess continues for those operating a winery today in-owr
state. .

Leading the Connecticur wineries with the highest

mumber of winning crtries in the international competi-

_ tion was a former orchard-tumed-winery, Bishop’s
Orchards Winery of Guilford, with six winning wines. All
six wines earned bronze medals and included: a Bishop's
Orchards Winery Crimson Red, Bishop’s Qrchard Winery
Amazing Crace, Bishops Orchards Winery Pearadise,
Bishep's Orchards Winery Honey Peach Melba, Bishop's
Drohards. Winery Apple Raspberry Blush, and Bishop's
Orchards Winery Hoppley Impeared:

Asnother orchard-turned-winery, Jones Winery of
Shelion, earned . five medals’ with the Jones: Wincry
Conneclicut Ripon Red wine eatning a gold medal. Two
of the Jones Wipery wines earned silver imedats: (he Jones
Winery Conneclicut First Biush and she Joues Winery
Wondiand's White. And two Jones Winery eatries carncd
bronze medals: 2008 Jones Winery Conneslicut Fipto
Gris and the Jones Wingry Connecticat Black Currant
Bouquet. -

= The Maugle Sierra Vineyards of Ledyard, anew winery
led by winemakerfowner ["aul Maugle, a former amateur
winemaker turned professional, carned five bronze
medals, -an amazing accomplishment for the new kid on
the block, The five bronze medals were awarded for the

_ daify farms discontinuing operations,.
their land is usually-suited very-well .

rn international medals
2007 South Bast New England Ledyard House
Chardonnay, the Maugle Sierra Vineyard$ Aumerican
1740 Ledyard House Red, the Maugle Sienra Vineyards
Ametican Ledyard Sunset Red, the 2007 South East New
England Maugle Sierra Vineyards Estate St. Croix, and
the South East New England Maugle Sietra Vineyards
Escencia of §t. Croix. .

Priam Vineyards of Colchester, a frequent entrant and
medal winner, earned three bronze medals for its 2000
Priam New London County St. Croix, the 2008 Priam
New London County Gewilrztraminer, and the 2008
Priam New London Connty Riesling. -

The well-established; and Cannecticut's largest produc-
ex, Sharpe Hill Vineyard of Pomfret earned three medals
in the interaational .compesition, The. winning entries,
included - a silyer medal for the Sharpe Hill Ballet of
Asngel and two bronze medals for a Sharpe Hill Vineyard
Red Seraph and a 2007 Shiurpe. Hill Vineyard South East
New England Chardonnay. ' The Sharpe Hill Vineyard

Ballet of Angels {s the most popular wine produced in

- New England, with-more than 20,000 cases being pro-

duced and sold; a tribute to Sharpe Hll's winemaker Dr.
Howard Bursen and his winemaking talents.

. Another new kid of the block, Miranda Vineyards of

Gushen, a first-time entrant and new winery, earned three
medals: silver ‘medals for -the 2007 Miranda Vineyards
Western Connecticut Highlands Rosé and the 2007
Miranda Vineyards Western Connecticut Highlands
Woodridge White, and a bronze medal for the Miranda
Vineyards Western Connecticut Hightands Chardonnay.
A longtime established and successful Connecticut
winery, DiGrazia Vineyards of Brookficld, carned three
medals in the international competilion, Silver' medals
were awarded 1o the 2004 DiGrazia Vineyards
Blacksmith Port and the DiGrazia Vineyards Williams

- Sonnei Red. A bronze medal was awarded to the 2001

DiCrazia Vineyards White Magnolia White Port. Dr. Paul
DiGrazia, (he ownetiwinemaker at DiGrazia Vineyards, is
2 full time physician when not making wine or tending
the vineyards. C

Adnother brand-new winery, a first-fime wine -enlrant,
Walker Road Vineyards of Woodbridge, entered one wine
and earned a bronze nedal for ifs efforts. The bronze
medal was awarded to the. Walker Ro‘a(? Vineyards St.
Croix, a red hybrid type. . -

A smah fruit wine producer, White Silo Winery of
Sherman, carncd a gold medal ®¥or its White Silo
Blackberry Wine. Al of its fruit is grown at the winery.
White Silo Winery has been reasonably successful since
it§ opening several years ago. Tu carn a gold medal in an
international competition is quite a feal and it should be
congratulaied. ' ’

A brand new winery, Sunset Meadow Vineyards of
Goshen, earped a silver medal for its 2008 Sunset
Meadow Vineyards: Western Coanecticut Highlands
Sunset Blush. This was the first time entering an mtema-
tianal competition for Sunset Meadow, and winning a sil-
ver medal is-an outstanding accomplisliment.

The finai Connecticut winery earning a medal in this,
compelition wis anoiher new winery, Savino Vineyards
of Wouadbridge. A bronze medal was awarded for its 2007
Savino Vineyards Connecticut St. Croix.

All of these Counecticut wineries should be congratu-

lated and applauded for their efforts. The increase in

medab winnings is evidence to the winemaking skills of
these wincmakers, particularly with the new oncs who
obyiously have been schopled properly. The Counecticut

consunier has a lot-to look forward to as these wincries

confinue to hone their skills, improve technology, and
continue (o produce award-wliining wincs. With 28
wineries Jacated throughout the state, it should be easy to
find a nearby Connccticut winery 1o visit and evaluate
their award-winning wines. °

BEST BUY OF THE WEEI: Shaspe Hill Vineyard
Ballet Of Angels, $11.50. Connecticut’s besi-selling
white wine. Crisp, full-flavored, slight tinge of sweeiness,
very pleasant and easy drinking, Very nice wine.

Engene Spagani is the author of -“The Home
Winemaker’s Companion™ (Siorey books) and an
award-winning home winemaker who lives in Mystic.
He can be reached by e-mail at geitespaz@aol.com




